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PREFACE

The world's gone awry! Out of nowhere comes a superhero - flying!
Imagine if you were a superhero. Then you could actually do some-
thing - something super. You could change things, fight injustice and
make the world a better place. And of course being able to fly or
throw freight trains around is kind of cool as well.

From Perseus to Robin Hood to Superman, superheroes have always
existed in one form or another. Some are supematural creatures who
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come from alien worlds, but the vast majority are ordinary people
who have had super powers thrust upon them. So kids and adults
alike find it easy to identify with them and imagine what it's like to
be in their sandals, hoods or underwear.

But it's easy to forget that you don't need to be big or strong to be a
superhero. You don't need to be a world famous millionaire to make
a significant difference. The burden of responsibility isn't smaller,

just because the superhero is. The time has come to show exactly
what a true superhero is, when an ordinary boy in an ordinary town,
is suddenly faced with the responsibilities of being a superhero.
The time has come for...

ANTBOY

(Film Journalist Casper Christensen, July 2013)




SYNOPSIS

Pelle Ngrhmann is no one special. Just an ordinary 12 A bit
too ordinary, if you ask him: Pelle is a loner and the mos iful
qirl at school, Amanda, with whom he has been secretly in love Since
preschool, hardly knows he exists. Actually it's only the bullies at
school who notice Pelle. One day, while they're chasing him through
the sleepy suburbs, Pelle hides in his neighbor's scary garden. He
escapes the bullies but is bitten by a large and strange-looking ant.

Pelle thinks nothing of the bite but that night he’s haunted by myste-
rious dreams. When he wakes up the next moming he has gained all
the powers of the ant: super strength, a heightened sense of smell,
and the ability to climb walls. Oh yeah... and he pees acid.

The last thing Pelle wants is to attract attention, but it doesn't take
long before the comic book nerd Wilhelm discovers his newfound

powers. Wilhelm is convinced that Pelle must use his powers to be-
come a superhero and fight crime. Pelle isn't interested in becoming
a crime fighter but he badly wants to impress Amanda. He agrees to
Wilhelm'’s plan and before long the superhero Antboy is making life
miserable for the criminals in town.

Unfortunately Pelle discovers that he isn't the only one in town with

superpowers. A scary opponent called The Flea shows up and
when he kidnaps Amanda, Antboy and Wilhelm are faced with their
biggest challenge yet. Can a pint-sized superhero really take on a
true supervillain?

ANTBOY is on the popular Danish book series by Kenneth Bggh

ished by Hgst & Sgn.



DIRECTOR'S NOTE

My intention with ANTBOY is to give the audience the same rush that
| felt as a child watching superhero movies like Tim Burton’s Batman
and Richard Donner's Superman the Movie.

a film about a 12-year old boy who, by coincidence,

'r__eal superhero. And through the changes and the struggle

identity, he learns to accept who he is, as well as real-
izing the importance of friendship.

e film is filled with action, and has a strong moral; you don’t
need superpowers to remain who you are, as long as you have

friends who stand by you. It's a film that is true to its genre without
surrendering to irony. However it still manages to maintain a tongue-
in-cheek tone. | wanted to tell a classic story about good vs. evil
using the language of moden film, without compromising either its
style or substance.

(Director Ask Hasselbalch, July 2013)
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siEfrpersonal experience with su| jes?
A: The Tirst superhero movie | saw and also one of the b
Richard Donner's Superman from 1978. | remember sitting co
absorbed, watching it on video at my grandmother's. In ad
remember seeing Tim Burton’s Batman in a cinema in Cop
with my sister. It was the WILDEST experience. Seriously! It

wildest thing EVER!

(: What is your goal as director of ANTBOY?

A: Basically, it's been to transfer the rush | got with superheroes and
adventure movies when | was a child, to the audience. Secondly, it
was to tell the story at eye level with the kids it was intended for. |
have tried to maintain the seriousness of the adventure and to avoid
adding an ironic distance to the story, yet still combine it with humor.
I hope | have succeeded.

0: What's so special about ANTBOY that makes it stand out from
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other Danish childre:'s'
Aulnitially, we tried to ¢

assic Danish family
nded for childre

us movie for g other thjggs, we've thought very
ally and carefully &k e cinematograpﬁ, but also made
to constantly level with the audience;both liter-
and figuratively. novie will work as a péet' altemative
to today’s other Danish children’s movies. '

0: Do you have a favorite scene from ANTBOY?

I: Obviously the scene where the boys test Antboy’s abilities is fun,
but | think my favorite scene or sequence is where their friendship
is broken. | just think it works, because we managed to convey that
feeling of loneliness just as | imagined it. And | am extremely pleased
when Ida says goodbye to Antboy on the balcony. After that shot |
went home and thought, “Hmm ... This is gonna be really good.”

0:-ANTBOY is. your ilmmaker, so how has it been finally
being allowed to. make your own film?

A: Ha, ha ... challengi gl m it's no secret that we had our budget
constraints, but these constraints have forced us to get to the core of
the story and the film. When you can’t do everything, you are forced
to find the most effective ways toiqeate the film, and at the same

" time identify the most important parts of the story and what it really
" means and is about.

0: And what did you find?

A: A lot of things fell into place when we brought Antboy's friend
and assistant William properly into play. Suddenly it was clear that
ANTBOY is a story of friendship, just like my previous short films.
And that's an important message. Antboy's tough, sure, and he can
do cool and crazy things, but he wouldn't be anything without his
friends. It's probably the essence of the story.

0: And now that you've survived your first movie, what are you most
surprised to have learned in and of the process?

A: Well, this is going to sound trite, but I've learned that I've got
to trust my gut feeling. As a first-time director on a relatively big
movie like ANTBOY, you become guarded. Everyone keeps an eye
on whether you're doing the right things or if the production is
slipping out of your control and that was actually quite nice. It's sort
of a security net, but it also means that there are many opinions in
play and in this context, your own intuition suddenly becomes very
important, but also easy to put aside, so you need to keep your cool.
So the most important thing | have learned is no doubt to have more
faith in myself. In other words, I'll be even more annoyingly stubborn
on my next movie. Ha!

(Film Journalist Casper Christensen, July 2013)






EVAYAKOBSEN LEAWOBGER! BIRGITITEMALD

RODUCER PRODUCER PRODUCER]



NIMBUS FILM

Nimbus Film is one of the largest independent film production com-
panies in Denmark and has produced more than 50 feature films and
a host of award-winning shorts.

Nimbus Film was a major player in the Danish DOGME9S movement
with such films as The Celebration by Thomas Vinterberg (winner of
the Jury Prize in Cannes in 1998) and Mifune by Sgren Kragh-Jacobsen
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(winner of the Silver Bear Award in Berlin in 1999). Among its box
office and aritical successes over the past decade are The King's Game
directed by Nikolaj Arcel and Flame & Citron by Ole Christian Madsen.
Nimbus' productions have been nominated for Oscars, Golden Globes
and, earlier this year, a BAFTA for their very first TV drama series,
The Bridge, created by Hans Rosenfeldt and Charlotte Sieling.





http://www.facebook.com/AntboyFilmen
http://www.antboy-filmen.dk
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